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2008 District A-9 Lions Convention  
(April 2008) 

 
The Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley and Amaranth Lions clubs hosted the 2008 District A-9 Convention.  This 
involved bringing together representatives from 45 Lions clubs extending from Orangeville in the south to Goderich 
in the west and Lions Head in the north on the weekend of April 12-13, 2008 at the Best Western hotel in 
Orangeville.  
 
Lions clubs were first established in the United States in 1917 and then in Canada in 1920.  Among many and 
varied community initiatives, Lions are best known for their work with preventable blindness.  In 2005, the four local 
clubs also joined together with neighbouring clubs to raise in excess of $240,000 for an ophthalmology/vision care 
project for Headwaters Health Care Centre in Orangeville.  
 
The District A-9 Convention is a highlight of the multitude of events that take place throughout the Lions year.   The 
theme for the 2008 A-9 Convention was “Challenge to Change”. 
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Lion John Lackey (far right) of the Orangeville Lions Club welcomes Lions, Lioness and Guests to Murray’s 
Mountain – Lions Park for an official tree planting ceremony. 
 



 
 
Lions John Lackey and Murray Young Sr. (Orangeville Lions Club) join District Governor Bill Chalmers and 
International Director Ed Lecius (New Hampshire) in the tree official tree planting ceremony. 
 
 

 
 

Lions dignitaries District Governor Bill Chalmers, Convention Chair PDG Lion Ferne Osborne and International 
Director Ed Lecius (New Hampshire) provide an official District Lions welcome. 
 



 
 

 
 
Orangeville Lions Sandy Brown, Terry Sullivan, Dave Baker, Don Hutchison and Fred Giles registering convention 
delegates. 



 
 
Lion Gerry Lindsay on duty at the information desk and registration for the spouse’s walking tour and scavenger 
hunt to various Orangeville Arts and Craft stores.   
 
 

 
 
PDG Lion Wally Pugh at the podium during one of the conference sessions.  



 
 

 
 
Convention delegates at work during the various business sessions. 
 



 
 

Luncheon Speaker Lion Phil Brett does a version of the “Great Doctor Phil” and explains his use of the rubber 
glove. 
 

 
 
PDG Lion Wayne White as the official Banquet MC. 



 
 

 
 
Lions and guests participating at the convention banquet. 



 
 
International Director Ed Lecius (New Hampshire) and guest speaker at the convention banquet. 
 


